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Discipleship, Part II

We started last week with some of the key biblical concepts of discipleship. Now I want to
visit with you about how we implement this command to make disciples. The reality is that
some great discipleship occurs in our small groups without the primary intention and focus
of the group being discipleship. Members study the Word of God together, they live life
together, encouraging and urging one another on to greater devotion to Christ. Some great

discipleship happens “accidentially”.

Well, in truth it is not entirely accidental, because fellowship (life together) is a key
component of effective discipleship. Also, small group leaders at GCC are offered training
that teaches them to think about the components of discipleship and gives them materials
to use that help address areas of struggle on the group members relative to their

discipleship.

Periodically we form small groups which are primarily about discipleship. These are groups
of 3-4 men or women (they are segregated). The group commits to meet initially for 8
weeks, and then the group decides about the next step. The group then reviews the
commitment at 16 weeks. The first module is 24 lessons in total. There is fixed curriculum
for up to two years of study together. At that time, group members will either get
connected with another small group, start their own discipleship group, continue meeting
for further work together, or perhaps lead a small group!

These groups don’t pick their own study guides...they follow a track laid out for them to the
end. These groups combine some key elements: Intentionality, Relational design, and

Gospel-centeredness. There is more on these groups and how to get involved in a moment.















